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This update addresses information on the Angier Elementary School project, the Zervas Elementary 
School project, the Cabot Elementary School project, and the Aquinas/Pre-School project.  
 
I.  Angier Elementary School Project 
Construction continues to be on schedule.  The temporary building wrap and temporary heating 
system have been removed.  Interior underground mechanical, electrical and plumbing rough-in has 
been tested, inspected and backfilled and is completed.  Exterior framing and sheathing is ongoing as 
is exterior spray foam work.  The main building roof system is installed and lower roofs, including 
the gymnasium, will be completed by the end of May.  Exterior masonry is ongoing and interior 
masonry into the kitchen and elevator areas is in process.  Interior wall framing on the 2nd and 3rd 
floors are near completion.  Installation of door frames has begun. HVAC/piping rough-in on the 2nd 
and 3rd floors is in process.  Fire protection piping and electrical rough-in is beginning this month.  
Site utility work has commenced again including water line connections and additional sewer 
connections between structures.  Coordinating with utility companies will continue through the end 
of fall 2015 for the excavation and backfill for the new electrical duct bank, the generator, the 
transformer pads and the gas line.  
 
Review and final selections of furnishings, fixtures and equipment (FF&E) by Angier staff and the 
project team has occurred.  Bid packages will be assembled in June 2015 with release of bid 
documents in July 2015.  Delivery of FF&E remains on schedule for December 18 - 31, 2015. 
 
Weekly construction meetings continue to be held by the project team.  Construction update 
meetings with the Waban Area Council are held on the second Thursday of the month, unless 
otherwise scheduled.   
 
General information about the project, and updates on community meetings, is available at: 
 

http://angier.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 
 
W.T. Rich’s webcam of the Angier construction site can be viewed at: 
 

http://oxblue.com/open/Angier 
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II. Zervas Elementary School Project 
After the local approval of the design development drawings in April 2015, the project transitioned 
into the Construction Document (CD) phase and is on schedule for the opening of a newly-
constructed Zervas School in September 2017.  Joslin, Lesser & Associates will be scheduling 
meetings with user groups to review the design documents in the next weeks. Planning by the school 
administration to prepare for Zervas’ move to swing space at the Carr School is also underway.  This 
work includes purchasing of plastic totes and performing an inventory of furnishings and equipment 
that will be moved.  The move will occur during winter break in December 2015. 
 
For more information, including the latest design presentations, please follow the link below: 

 
http://zervas.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 

 
III. Cabot Elementary School Project 
The Cabot project is nearing completion of the Feasibility Study phase.  The Cabot School Building 
Committee met jointly with the Design Review Committee on April 30, 2015 to review and refine 
preliminary schematic design schemes for renovation/addition and new construction. The 
committees made numerous comments regarding the various schemes and agreed to meet again on 
May 7, 2015.  At that meeting, DiNisco Design Partnership (DDP) addressed the issues and 
comments made at the April 30th meeting and presented two new schemes:  one for 
renovation/addition and one for new construction.  DDP emphasized that the renovation/addition 
design is essentially a new building, and, while each option has its pros and cons, both design 
options will meet the budget, and achieve the educational program, energy efficiency and site plan 
objectives for the project.  
 
At a joint Board of Aldermen and School Committee meeting on May 18, 2015, the project team 
presented design approaches for a renovation/addition option as well as for a new construction 
option.  The differences between the two options and the pros and cons were discussed.  The 
distinguishing factors of each design option are that the new construction option provides slightly 
more flexibility on placing the building on the site, while the renovation/addition option provides the 
opportunity to preserve the historic building.  Due to MSBA requirements the  project will go 
through a review and approval process with the Massachusetts Historic Commission (MHC), which 
may vote to either preserve the existing building or require that the project provide mitigation if the 
building is to be demolished for new construction.   
   
On May 21, 2015 the CSBC and DRC voted to endorse the addition/renovation option as the 
preferred schematic design and also voted to submit the Feasibility Study and Preferred Schematic 
Design to the MSBA.  The project team anticipates submission of the Feasibility Study and Preferred 
Schematic Design to the MSBA on June 11, 2015, in hopes of MSBA consideration at its July 29, 
2015 meeting.    
 
For more information, including the latest design presentations, please follow the link below: 
 

http://cabot.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 
 

IV. Aquinas/Pre-School Project 
The Mayor’s April 17, 2015 request for approval to purchase Aquinas College as part of the FY16-
20 Capital Improvement Program has been approved by both the School Committee and the Board of 
Aldermen.  Pending execution of the Purchase and Sale Agreement, the plan is for the building to be 
occupied by the Newton Early Childhood Education Program (NECP/Pre-School) in September 
2015.  The Public Buildings Department, the Operations Department and NECP have conducted site 
visits to assess and plan for minor building modifications including basic systems such as security, 
access control, telephone and changes to bathroom fixtures to make them the appropriate height for 
pre-school students.  Work will begin as soon as the City acquires the property.  The long-range 
planning implications of the purchase of Aquinas are under review and study and will be addressed 
in the coming months.  
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